Voltaire's Critique of Organized Religion in Candide
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Wesleyan College (Macon, Georgia) Voltaire expressed his contempt towards organized religion and its disregard for human suffering in his famous satirical novel, Candide. He targeted Leibnitz's teaching that "all is for the best" by creating characters that fall into miserable situations and face both internal and external strife by attempting to fit it into the church's world view. 1 The only place free from as it would entitle people to the best life if they had faith. Calvin also argued that Christ will preserve the church "in the way which to him seems good" which implies that choices that the church would take would be for the best and is something Voltaire would again disagree with as he painted the clergy as corrupt and abusive of their power in his novel.
6
The Calvinist thought did reflect the idea that there were problems in the Catholic Church that did need to be addressed and that they were not infallible. John Calvin made a plea to the Holy Roman Emperor that "divine worship being corrupted by so many false opinions and perverted by so many impious and foul superstitions". 
